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THE QUEST FOR THE REAL 9/2/25/ 
Philosophers and prophets through the ages hava been t r y i n g 
t a t a l l men what I s u l t i m a t e l y r e a l and yet we seem t a bo aa f a r aa 
ever from the gaal af understanding. Yle are naw l i v i n g i n what H. 
G. Wells has dasoribed as "The Age af Cenfusien." Instead af having 
achieved the b a s i s of a s t a b l e s o c i a l order and the a o r t a i n t y af 
pragress many af aur best t h i n k e r s are convinced t h a t one c i v l l i z a -
t i a n w i l l be unable to survive the s t r a i n a af c o n f l i c t which are i n -
v o l v e d i n f a i l u r o ta be ablo to t e l l the r e a l from the a c c i d e n t a l . 
In s p i t e of the u n p a r a l l e l e d attendance at u n i v e r s i t i e s 
and the m a s t e r f u l achievements ©f science there probably has never 
been before such u n c e r t a i n t y about the very foundations of know-
ledge and the moaning of l i f e . We are beginning to question even 
the most sacred d o c t r i n e s . James Harvey Robinson i n "The Mind i n 
the Making" says t h a t the o l d e r and more widespread a b e l i e f the 
more probable i t i s that i t i s wrong, f o r the ages have accumulated 
reasons f o r i t s support at the same time more and more curbed c r i t i -
•lms> How suddenly these b e l i e f s , i n r e l i g i o n , morals, and p o l i t i c a l 
science are put on the defensive. 
Since c i n d i f e n c e i n what were thought t o be the v e r i t i e s i s 
waning there i s an ominous tendency to make an emotional t r a n s f e r to 
some p u r e l y c a p r i c i o u s aspect of the universe and t o i n s i s t that i t 
i s more r e a l than what we formerly b e l i e v e d . These aspects are e q u a l l y 
a r t i f i c i a l and a r b i t r a r y atod may be c a l l e d p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c . They may 
contain elements of t r u t h i n them, but by t h e i r emphasis they d i s t o r t 
and conceal rather than c l a r i f y r e a l i t y . I t i s s e v e r a l of these con-
temporary p a r t i c u l a r i s m s which I wish t o d i s c u s s . 
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There i s a r e v i v a l af c o n v i c t i o n about the ultimateness of the 
b e l i e f s of r e l i g i o u s sects which are accepted as s u b s t i t u t e s f o r f u r -
ther search f o r t r u t h . Each i s i n t e r p r e t e d as r e a l though the v a r i a -
t i o n s are myriad. They emphasize the t r a d i t i o n a l and the dogmatic 
rather than the modern and e m p i r i c a l . There may have been s i n c e r i t y In 
the prominent Ohio preacher and s a t i s f a c t i o n i n h i s congregation when 
he s a i d that he "would rather go to Heaven with a d e l u s i o n than to H e l l 
w i t h t r u t h , " but the a c h i e v i n g o f heaven through d e l u s i o n can not f a l l 
to be a f o o l s paradise. 
S p i r i t u a l values are not secured by t h e o l o g i c a l dogma. Those who 
contend t h a t they are, mistake the shadow f o r the substance. I t has 
been my r a r e good fortune to have had r a t h e r i n t i m a t e a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h 
President Masaryk of Czechoslovakia, who i s considered one of the most 
eminent characters of our time. He i s a man r e l i g i o u s through and 
through, and was f o r many years professor of philosophy at the Univer-
s i t y of Prague. One time we were s i t t i n g i n h i s study, and, aa o f t e n 
happened, f e l l to t a l k i n g r e l i g i o n , f i n a l l y he pointed t o the side of 
the room f i l l e d w i t h books on metaphysics and theology and s a i d : "When 
I was young and s t u p i d I used to read those books and l e a r n about r e l i -
gion, now I read novels and poetry i n which I f i n d the s p i r i t u a l s t r i v -
ings of men d e s c r i b e d . That t e l l s me b e t t e r what i s r e a l I n r e l i g i o n . " 
P a r t i c u l a r i s m i n r e l i g i o n may p o i n t toward the r e a l but unless 
i t can see beyond i t s e l f i t makes f o r darkness ra t h e r than l i g h t . In 
Cleveland, Father Tarnavsky's Greek C a t h o l i c Church was on L i t e r a r y 
Road, and one of h i s members went to the Greek Orthodox Church on S t a r k -
weather Avenue, and he was puzzled because the s e r v i c e s were I d e n t i c a l , 
and he went to the p r i e s t and Bald "Father, what i s the d i f f e r e n c e be-
tween these churches?" I t happens that L i t e r a r y Road, Starkweather 
Avenue, and 14th S t r e e t on which Joe l i v e d a l l l e a d t o L i n c o l n Park. 
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Father Tamavsky said "Joe i f you wanted to go t o L i n c o l n Park you 
would go up 14th S t r e e t , and i f you l i v e d on t h i s s t r e e t you would go 
by i t , and i f you l i v e d on Starkweather you would to t h a t way. Now- i t 
i s the same way w i t h the churches. They are a l l roads to heaven, and 
you go by the one you are i n . I f ou were a Jew you would be by that 
road, and i f you were a Mathodist you would go that way. But Joe i f 
you s t a r t e d f o r L i n c o l n Park and went i n t o a saloon and sat down you 
would not get there. So In the church you must keep going." This i s a 
much broader view of sectarianism than that h e l d by those who are con-
vinced that they know the only way of s a l v a t i o n . 
Just now we are witnessing the p a r t i c u l a r i s m of r e l i g i o n as set 
over against both science i n general, and the p a r t i c u l a r i s m s of science. 
Your u n i v e r s i t y experience has put an emphasis on science, and since 
you have concentrated always more on one science than on o t h e r s , your 
own a t t e n t i o n , and the enthusiasm of your i n s t r u c t o r almost I n e v i t a b l y 
has put that science out of focus. I t i s hard to remember that each 
science a r t i f i c i a l l y l i m i t s the f i e l d of i t s a t t e n t i o n , so that the 
f i n d i n g s of science can never be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r r e a l i t y which has no 
such l i m i t a t i o n s . There are two reasons why the s c i e n t i s t ' s mind should 
be kept open. F i r s t the premises on which a l l sciences are based are 
h y p o t h e t i c a l and c o n s t a n t l y change, and secondly, the scope of each 
science i s a r b i t r a r i l y l i m i t e d . In some of i t s a s p e c t s , geology and 
biology merge. No one can say e x a c t l y where the l i n e should be drawn 
between physiology and chemistry. Psychology runs i n t o s e v e r a l other 
f i Ids, and yet too often the devotee of an i n t e r r e l a t e d science w i l l 
i n s i s t on e x p l a i n i n g the universe from h i s p a r t i a l approach to I t w i t h 
a l l the b i g o t r y and i n t o l e r a n c e of a r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c . The a b s u r d i t y 
of the s i t u a t i o n which l e d t o the Tennessee t r i a l I s t h a t n e i t h e r 
theology nor e v o l u t i o n i s the whole of r e a l i t y . 
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A few weeks age I f i n i s h e d reading S i n c l a i r Lewis' recent 
novel Arrowsmlth l a t e r i r the evening, I had been much absorbed by 
the c o n f l i c t i n g s i t u a t i o n i n which the hero who was s t r i v i n g to be 
a r e a l s c i e n t i s t , seemed, by that very f a c t t o be d r i v e n to be an 
abnormal human being* I awoke i n the middle of the night w i t h a 
v i v i d dream which ended w i t h the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n ; "There are some pro-
blems i n the w o r l d that are i n s o l u a b l e * " Arrowsmith found those who 
p r a c t i c e the a r t of medicine r i d i c u l o u s , and the reader f i n d s that 
those who are devoted to the science of medicine impossible and there 
seems t o be no middle ground. Many of you face j u s t such an a n t i t h e s i s , 
and one part of your job i s t o help make the problem s o l u a b l e . 
The danger to o l v i l i z a t l o n comes from the s u b s t i t u t i o n of cer-
t a i n t y f o r h u m i l i t y , and b i g o t r y f o r t o l e r a n c e . One f i g h t s f o r vhat 
he thinks i s r e a l riot for what i s r e a l l y r e a l , Wg have no r i g h t to 
claim ultimateness f o r anything we yet know. As W i l l i a m James used to 
say we have encyclopedic ignorance, and as the E n g l i s h Philosopher, 
Bertrand R u s s e l , s a i d r e c e n t l y , " a f t e r a l l we know very l i t t l e . " 
The tendency of the student i n any f i e l d i s to be a p a r t i c u l a r -
ism and t o e x p l a i n the universe as a whole by h i s p a r t i c u l a r outlook 
on i t and to be i n t o l e r a n t of the outlook of others. A u n i v e r s i t y , i n 
aim, at l e a s t , presents the whole range of the contemporary approaches 
to r e a l i t y , and the sum of them ought to equal what we now possess of 
it» However, no one can comprehend the whole of even the l i t t l e t hat 
i s known. Each graduate knows more i n h i s major f i e l d than i s known 
about that f i e l d by the m a j o r i t y of the members of the u n i v e r s i t y 
f a c u l t y . We a l l , however, have two things i n common, the n e c e s s i t y 
of l i v i n g i n contemporary s o c i e t y , and the urge to f i n d the s i g n i f i -
cance of our own l i v es . 
But our a r t i f i c i a l p a r t i c u l a r i s m i s found not only i n r e l i g i o u s 
• e c t s , and s p e c i f i c aoiences but a l s o i n our s o c i a l groupings, ffe have 
l l s c o v e r e d that the I n d i v i d u a l i s not u l t i m a t e , and so i t has become 
Immoral to be an i n d i v i d u a l braggart, --conceit i s a v i c e ; but to mag-
n i f y our group i s s t i l l a v i r t u e . As yet there Is no moral t a i n t to 
slaiming to be i n the best c o l l e g e , f i n e s t c i t y or gr e a t e s t country i n 
;he world. I t i s even expected o f us by the r e s t of our group, of course 
L t can not be any more r e a l than any other p a r t i c u l a r i s m and yet we stake 
mr l i v e s on i t . TVe s h a l l soon make a v i c e of group egotism as we have 
af i n d i v i d u a l egotism f o r the f a c t s j u s t i f y i t as l i t t l e . I t makes no 
l i f f e r e n c e how small or how l a r g e and complicated the group may be we tend 
to look upon i t as the u l t i m a t e l y r e a l , as the f u l f i l l m e n t o f the pur-
pose of c r e a t i o n . At the present moment the s t a t e and n a t i o n are the 
sopularly accepted groups, but the ru-nblings of i n t e r n a t i o n a l movements 
and the a c t u a l i t y of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s have d r i v e n the a b s o l u t i s t s 
t a the rescue of what i s already l o s t . 
The shout about hundred per cent p a t r i o t i s m j u s t as the fer v e n t 
support of fundamental r e l i g i o u s d o c t r i n e s i s the product of defense 
complexes. The f a c t s tend to undermine the v a l i d i t y o f t h e i r claims 
and make us a f r a i d . Let us consider p a t r i o t i s m . In the f i r s t place the 
l i m i t s of the n a t i o n to which a people i s p a t r i o t i c are as a c c i d e n t a l 
and a r b i t r a r y as, say, the l i n e s between biology and psychology or be-
tween psychology and s o c i o l o g y . No one r e a l l y knows where the b i o l o g i c a l 
leaves o f f and the ps y c h o l o g i c a l begins, but an a r b i t r a r y l i n e has been 
drawn which makes I t necessary f o r the s c i e n t i s t i n each f i e l d t o con-
s t a n t l y make excursions In t o the domain of the other. The l i t t l e coun-
t r i e s of Europe were determined by the area that could be covered on 
horseback, and are anachronisms i n the day of rni l r a o d s , automobiles, 
aeroplanes and r a d i o . Corruption and ruthlessness entered i n t o the forma-
t i o n of every country I n the world, and yet we have every where a 
technic f o r i n c u l c a t i n g p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c p a t r i o t i s m which I s comparable 
to the dogmatism of a r e l i g i o u s creed. The c h i l d r e n o f Prance and Ger-
many are even now being taught that t h e i r highest v i r t u e i s to hate 
each other f o r the love of t h e i r own country. 
There was a time when a country had almost hundred per cent s i g -
n i f i c a n c e , but that becomes l e s s every day, so that f r a n t i c e f f o r t s 
have to be made to b u i l d up f a l s e emotions about the r e a l i t y of our 
country t o our l i v e s . I t has r e a l i t y to be sure, j u s t as psychology haB 
a place i n the b r i n g i n g up of c h i l d r e n , but s u c c e s s f u l c h i l d r e n are 
not brought up by psychology alone and n e i t h e r are goog c i t i z e n s made 
by a hundred per cent of t h e i r own c o u n t r i e s . Take Amerioan C h r i s t i a n 
P r o t e s t a n t i s m which a great o r g a n i z a t i o n i s defending as p e c u l i a r l y 
American. I t o r i g i n a t e d among the Jews i n A s i a , got i t s theology from 
the Greek and Roman philosophers, i t s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n from 
medieval Roman C a t h o l i c s , and i t s Prot e s t a n t i d e a from a German. The 
percentage that i s s o l e l y American I s exceedingly small and our s p i r i -
t u a l poverty would be great i f we were l i m i t e d to one-hundred per cent 
American r e l i g i o n . 
I f we t u r n back t o science we f i n d that n a t i o n a l boundaries have 
nothing to do with i t . The law of g r a v i t y , the theory of r e l a t i v i t y , 
and every other p r i n c i p l e on which science i s based belong to the world. 
Gerrae have no n a t i o n a l i t y , nor do methods of d e a l i n g w i t h them. America 
has made some c o n t r i b u t i o n s but i t would be a handicapped country I f 
our science were l i m i t e d to our own achievements. 
P a t r i o t i s m i s s t i l l used to throw sand i n the eyes of the p u b l i c 
by s e l f i s h economic i n t e r e s t s , but our very economic p r o s p e r i t y depends 
on our I n t e r n a t i o n a l trade, and the wldenesB of our a c t u a l i n t e r e s t i n 
t h i s i s shown by the f a c t that almost every d a i l y paper i n the United 
States printB every day the exchange values of money i n a l l parts of 
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the world. I r e c e n t l y got a l e t t e r of c r e d i t from an Ohio bank and i t 
was accompanied by a b>ok g i v i n g a l i s t of thousands of correspondent 
anks throughout the world. Our present banking i s hardly understand-
ble without i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l aspects. Not only i s the farmer i n Ohio 
dependent f o r the p r i c e o f h i s wheat on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l market, but 
(the coal miner f i n d s h i s i n t e r e s t l i n k e d up w i t h the miners of England, 
he economio o r g a n i z a t i o n of the world i s I n t r i c a t e l y and i n e v i t a b l y 
t e r n a t i o n a l , and an absolute p a t r i o t i s m i n the face of i t i s f u t i l e 
e ating of the head against a stone w a l l . 
Take sport which i s of paramount i n t e r e s t to the youth of America, 
o be sure we have our base b a l l , but swimming the E n g l i s h Channel i s 
not to be ignored, and when a p r i z e f i g h t e r comes from Prance, A f r i c a , 
9r South America, m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s are spent i n promoting h i s f i g h t 
md acres of space given i n the newspapers to meet the popular American 
n t e r e s t . 
In the f i e l d of a r t America would be p a t h e t i c I f we were l i m i t e d 
o American c o n t r i b u t i o n s . A r c h i t e c t u r e , p a i n t i n g , l i t e r a t u r e , drama 
music as developed i n America draw from the world. We are even 
l d i n g gasoline s t a t i o n s l i k e Japanese pagodas. The only genuine con-
r i b u t l o n to music that America has made are negro s p i r i t u a l s and j a z z 
Which were brought here from A f r i c a . R e a l i t y i s not to be found i n ex-
c l u s i v e p a t r i o t i s m . 
I t i s probably more or l e s s unconscious r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
f u t i l i t y of the present s t a t e that has l e d to the growing a t t e n t i o n to 
ace as the u l t i m a t e u n i t . o f r e a l i t y . The race, --that i s something r e a l 
and worth dying f o r i But which race? The white race c o n s t i t u t e s some-
rhat l e s s than a t h i r d of the human r a c e . I t s r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s to j u s -
; i f y i t a e l f I n i t s present p o s i t i o n of dominance are a f i n e example of 
a defense mechanism i n the face of f e a r . The people of A s i a , both brown 
md yellow ere g e t t i n g t i r e d of white e x p l o i t a t i o n and. the w h i l e race haa 
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j to shout harder to make up f o r the p r e s t i g e t h a t i t I s l o s i n g * But to 
many of every race, race seems t o be the l a s t c i t a d e l of r e a l i t y , and 
yet no one has been able s a t i s f a c t o r i l y t o d e f i n e what a race i s , and 
we are d r i v e n t o the c o n c l u s i o n that i t too i s an a r t i f i c i a l and a c c i -
dental c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . I f the red headed, or those above f i v e f e e t ten 
i n height were set aside as a race everything that we now f i n d as char-
a c t e r i s t i c of a race would soon be found i n them. I f the sense of sight 
were l o s t our present r a c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n would disappear. A s c i e n t i s t 
has suggested that we may have to g i v e up c o l o r as b a s i s of race and 
take, perhaps, s u s c e p t i b i l i t y to and Immunity from disease as the c r i -
t e r i o n . There i s some e f f o r t to make r a c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s on the b a s i s 
of i n t e l l i g e n t q u o t i e n t s , but according to t h a t method some of us would 
[find outselves r e c l a s s i f i e d . We must conclude that r e a l i t y i s even be-
jyond race. 
Since the vastness of our ignorance makes i t i r r a t i o n a l to c r e d i t 
any single product of our t h i n k i n g or of our emotions w i t h the q u a l i t i e s 
of absolute r e a l i t y , we are reduced to the n e c e s s i t y of f i n d i n g some 
•ymbolic method of b r i d g i n g the g u l f between our p a r t i a l o b j e c t i v e s and 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of l i f e . This has something to do w i t h a r t . Havelock 
I l l s says that the rythm of the dance Is the best symbol of i t . At any 
ate i t i s beyond the p o s s i b i l i t y of concrete d e s c r i p t i o n . We l i v e i n 
pace and have the concept o f i n f i n i t y ; i n time and have a n o t i o n of 
s t e r n i t y ; i n the imperfect and measure i t by the p e r f e c t . Here i t seems 
(to me i s suggested the p o s s i b i l i t y of rythm, r e a l i t y can Ignore n e i t h e r 
ide of the p a i r s . The art of l i v i n g r e q u i r e s that we turn i n proper 
(balance from one to the other and back again. 
This means that i n r e l i g i o n t h e o l o g i c a l dogma, and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n are f i n i t e p a r t s of s p i r i t u a l purpose. The f i r s t are f u t i l e 
irithout the l a s t , but the l a s t i s p o i n t l e s s without the f i r s t . But the 
^fastness o f s p i r i t u a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s makes I t absurd t o t r y to draw a 
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l i n e about them and say they are defined, and I t may happen that the 
heathen i n h i s blindness who bows down to wood and stone has a nearer 
approach to r e a l i t y than many worshippers i n c a t h e d r a l s . We can t r y to 
recognize true r e l i g i o n when we see i t , and i t may appear under names 
which seem te deny r e l i g i o n . I t h i n k I have o f t e n seen i t In such p l a c e s . 
Likewise science deals w i t h the concrete and the f a c t u a l but to be 
r e a l i t must have the s c i e n t i f i c s p i r i t and the s c i e n t i f i c method which 
lead not i n the d i r e c t i o n of impatience and b i g o t r y , but to openminded-
ness and h u m i l i t y . 
One must l i v e i n the country, but l o y a l t y i s a manefestation of 
character, and I t I s very d i f f e r e n t from n a t i o n a l c o n c e i t . One may 
t h r i l l at the s i g h t of the f l a g of h i s country but t h a t does not ex-
clude the p o s s i b i l i t y of h i s t h r i l l i n g at the sight of the f l a g s of 
other c o u n t r i e s , any more than love f o r one's own f a m i l y excludes the 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of the love of others f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s , but the l a r g e r 
appreciations make one f e e l that he I s more n e a r l y approaching the 
r e a l t h i n g . 
One i s the member of a race. He may share i n i t s t r a d i t i o n s and 
sympathize w i t h i t s s t r u g g l e s , but i f he f o r g e t s that humanity i s 
greater than race he i s g i v i n g up the g r e a t e r f o r the l e s s . 
At the beginning I s a i d that there i s a p o s s i b i l i t y that c i v i l i -
z a t i o n may not s u r v i v e . I f i t does not s u r v i v e i t w i l l be because the 
p a r t i c u l a r i s m of r e l i g i o n , science, s t a t e , and race p r e v a i l over the 
r e a l i t y of which they are only p a r t . I f t h e i r devotees w i l l r a i s e t h e i r 
eyes they may see that none need exclude the others. But w i l l they r a i s e 
t h e i r eyes? I hope so but I t w i l l not be easy. 
#### 
